STERLING 
INVESTMENTS 
RESPECTING 
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HAPPINESS 
OF 
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SEEKING | 
Gread- Britain's 7 
RENO WN | 
ESPECIALLY; 
SHOULD 
HAVE 


The following Adwertizement, with the annexed P reamble to a late Act 
of the American Congreſs, is copied from the Penſylvaria Gazette of 


the 23d of February 1780; and af the phraſeolog y and tenor of it 
barmoxixe ſo exaAlly with Common Senſe, Rights of Man,” and 
every Production by Thomas Paine, as i lrave no doubt of the Author, 
my aim in preſenting them here, is at once to ratify the Friends of that 
able Statesman, and to hold up to the Britiſh Senate a Preface ꝛubich 
Juſtice and Benevolence ſeem mutually to grace. [n ſhort, ſo much it 
exceeds any cxordium to what Britiſh Acts I hay seeu fince 7 dared to 
ſtudy Politics, that I am unable to deſeribe its Beauties, 1t is an Epi- 
tome, not only of the Rights—but of the Whole Dur x of Man! Are 
You a Patriot? Do, ponder its Principle, and weigh its Objects: 
Ordo, et decus, Dei Gratia, et omne venultum, are blended in it : 
for it ſeeks unlimited National /mprovements, by opening Communica- 
ions with all Societies of ingenious men, avithout diſtinction, « that a 
humane and philoſophical Spirit may be cultivated, and Youth 
excited to laudable Emulation in the pursuit of W i $DO0M.” T[tcorres- 
ponds, in ſhort, ſo e with the Plan Sir Thomas Greſham form- 
id, when he founded bis (exciſed!) College, that 1 cannot help avi hing 
our Parliament may give their fret Order at their next Convention, to 
purſue the ſame object, to reſtore Greſham-Scat, and to form ſuch a 
literary and philoſophical Univerfity there®, as this Aa is made ts 
eſtabliſh at Philadelphia. Europe and America may then co-o- 
gerate and unite in mutual rafticable Eſſays to annibilate Oppreſſions ; 
exemplifying by tarning their Swords into Pruning-books, they are all 
awake to their beſt interests, and avill now cultivate only the Arts, the 
charming Arts of Peace, ** in the proſecution and advancement of 
every branch of s-ful knowledge, for the benefit of Mankind ! 


— 
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& Moſt carneſtly hoping this ſeaſon- 
able Extract from Mr. Paine Act will 


b ſe to reſemble his benign Maker, to 
repreſent Him whoſe ſupreme delight is 


ield much ſatisfaction to all who will 
in ſpect it with the attention it merits, I 
take the liberty go declare, that it ap- 
pears to me to point out the beſt method 
Love can urge of putting an end, a final 
End to the awful calamities and woes 
always attendant on war; for it kindly 
ſuggetis to all indiſcriminately, that the 
Eſfence of Society is reciprocal Benefit. 
Les: Man was not created to tvrann e 
aver his fellow Aan; but for a fat bott er 


Manificence and Mercy! At leaſt as the 
A is ſo congenial, in my opinion, tothe 
Frentions of Sir Thomas Greſham, whoſe 
exemplary unparallel d zcal for the Ia- 
atruct ion of Socicty | <vill revere—1 muff 
tell you, Reader, that in his Exchange, 
ou can ſee only a very, very ſmall part 
of his Public Spirit; he erected THAT 
merely for your temporal ſervice; voii 
every one who walks there, might reap 
never-ending Pica uret in his Gorge 


- Conſideration, 


* 
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PHILADELPHI 4, 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Monpay, .FEBKUARY 14, 1780. 


The Bill intituled, An Act for incorporatin 
„ 8 the Ame. 
rioan Philoſophical Society held at Philadelphis for — 
moting uſeful knowledge,” was read a ſecond time, and 
being debated by paragraphs, was ordered to be printed for 


(Extract from the Minutes.) 
THOMAS PAINE, 
Clerk of the General Aſſembly. 


An ACT for incorporating the American Philoſopkical Soci 
held at Philadelphia for promoting uſeful — 


HERE As the cultivation of uſeful Knowledge, and 
| the advancement of the liberal Arts und Scierc-s in any 
country, have the moſt direct tendency towards the improvement 
of agriculture, the enlargement of trade, the eaſe aud comfort of 
te, THE ORNAMENT, OF SOCIETY AND THE EASE AND HAPPI= 
NE» Of MANKIND, And whereas this country of North America 
which the goodneſs of Providence hath given us to inherit, from 
the vaſtyeſs of its extent, the variety ot its climate, the fertility 
of 1ts foil, the yet unexplored treaſures of its bowels, the mul- 
titus e of ite rivers, lakes, bays, inlets, and other conveniences of 
davigation, offers to theſe United States one of the richeſt ſub- 
jcets of cultivation, ever preſented to any people upon earth 
And whereas the experience of ages ſhews that Improvements of j 
fublic nature are beſt carried on by Societies of liberal and ingenious 
men, uniting their labours, without regard to nation, ſef, or party, 
iu one grand purſuit, alike intereſting to ALL, whereby mutual 22 
dices are worn off, a humane and philoſophical Spirit is cheriſhed 
and Youth are ſtimulated to a laudable diligence and emulation in 


. ay: 
 #epurſuit of WI bo O: And whereas, UPON THESE PRINCIPLES, 


divers public-ſpirited gentlemen of Pennſylvania and other Ameri- 
dan States did heretotore Unite Themselves, under certain regula- 
ons into one voluntary Society, by the name of The American 
PHILO80PHICAL Society, held at Philadelphia, for promoting uſeful 
Kno:viedge,” and by their ſucceſsful labours and inveſtigations, to 
the great credit of America, have extended their reputation ſo far 
that men of the firſt eminence in the republic of letters in the 
moſt civilized nations of Europe have done honour to their publi- 


_ cations, and deſired to be enrolled among their Members: And 


whereas the ſaid Society, after having been long interrupted i 
their laudable purſuits by the calamities ot war, — the diftrefſes 
of our country, have found means to revive their defign, in hopes 


ol being able to proſecute the ſame with their former ſucceſs, and 


of being further encouraged therein by the public: for which pur- 


poſe they have prayed us, the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of 


the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania, that they may be created 
One Body Polit'c and — for ever, with ſuch — pri- 
vileges, and immunities as may be neceſſary for anſwering the 
valuable purpoſes which,the ſaid Society had originally in view. 

Wherefore, in order to encourage the ſaid Society in the proſe- 
cmion and advancement of all uſeful branches of Knowledge, 
for the benefit of their Country and Mankind, Be it enacted, and it is 
hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the 
Commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met, and 
by the authority of the ſame, That the Members of the ſaid Phi- 
loſophical Socicty, heretofore voluntarily aſſociated for promoting 
ufetul knowledge, and ſuch other perſons as have been duly elected 
Members and Officers of the ſame, agreeably to the fundamental 
luus and regulations of the ſaid Society, comprized in twelve ſec- 
tous, prefixed to their firſt Volume of Tranſactions, publiſhed in 
Pil.delphia, and ſuch other laws, and regulations as ſhall hereafter 
„ lnly made and enzéted by the Society, according to the tenor 
here-t, be and for ever hereafter ſhall be, One Body Corporate 
and Politic in Deed, by the name and ſtyle of The American 
Philolophical Society held at Philadelphia, for promoting uſeful 
knowledge,” 

And whereas—Nations 2ru!y civilized (however unhappily at va- 
riance on other accounts) will never wage war with the 4r/s and 
Sciences, and the Common interefis of Humanity; Beit further enact- 
ed by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful tor 
the ſaid Society, by their proper officers, at all times, whether in 

e or avar, to ccrreſpond with learned ſocieties, as well as indi- 
vidual /rarned men, of any nation or country; upon matters merely 
belonging to the buſineſs of the ſaid Societies, ſuch as the mwulzal 
communication of their diſcoveries and proceedings in philoſophy 
and ſcience ; the procuring Books, Apparatus, Natvral Curioſitics, 
and ſuch other articles and intelligence as are uſually exchanged 
between learned bodirs, for furthering their common purſuits ; 
Provided always, That fuch correſpondence of the ſaid Society be 
at all times open to the inſpection of the ſupreme Executive Coun- 


cil of this Commonwealth, &c. 
em 


* The Happiess Of Men, A Sincere Patriot—A lays In— 


culcating N ational F xaltation IN 


© + THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM” (Eeclus. XI. V. 26.) 
Merciful, Admitable, Iuſt Obſer vation !—Rife ! Purſue, Engliſh- 
men, This Employ ! Repeal Laus Abuminably Rzthenfome ! — 
Enact Laws Liberal [ Licur—lovely ]— In Every Reſpect!— 
ENGLAND / Call A Parliament Thus Animated Initantly ! Now 
Fmprove Opportunity !— Nurce Estote Sapientes / — J yol; Kale. 


— 


